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BACKGROUND — FRANCK'S CABINET CRISIS 



Size of 29 Nov opposing vote in French 
premier Faure's overthrow (319-219 against 

his motion to advance date of National 

\ 

Assembly elections to February) has made 
it possible for cabinet to dissolve 
Assembly. On 30 Nov, cabinet so decided. 

A. Faure opposed by Communists, Social- 
ists, Gaullist Social Republicans, 

J*nd Mendes-France Radical Socialists 
■gtcattered conservative votes. 

©^position had not anticipated con- 
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su .PPorted by Popular Republicans, 

■ LU f,- 9 


p _ .. . 

t- ei || ^ 

I'loSS^ost of rightists and other half of '* j 

^ zx Ui c/> «— X UJ 

Bq 

o 


O Q Jr Q h 

o^j^ical SociaJists. 

Mendes-France forces still trying to 

block dissolution: already trying take ad- 
vantage of anticipated delay in official 
announcement dissolution (to avoid holiday 

elect ions) . 
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Socialists and Radical Socialists ■> 
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"to ram through ^oiectori^t:;^^.. 
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v.-r s.; . . result* 

III. If Faure wins out, he will us© constitution^ 
al provision-- for first time in, history 
of IVth Republic — which permits cabinet 
to dissolve Assembly if two governments: 
are overthrown by absolute majorities on 
formal votes of confidence within an 
. 18-month period. 

A. 

5 Feb ’55. 

. B. When dissolution is officially 
decreed by President of France: 

i' -- ' - 

1. Faure government will remain in 
caretaker status. 
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Mondes— Fra nee lost by 319—273 on : s 
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IV. 


Elections will be held within 
20 to 30 days from official date 
of Presidential decree. 

3. 8 January likely date. 

Electoral system used in 1951 will 

apply, i.e. : 

A. Party lists in each department 
rather than single-deputy districts. 

B. Parties permitted to affiliate lists 
so Jhat their votes can be counted 
as a unit. 

C. Any party slate or affiliated slates 
obtaining majority of votes cast 
would get all the seats in the depart- 
ment. 

D* Otherwise, seats are divided by pro- 
portional representation. 

V. 1051 system, although originally adopted 


in hope of cutting Communist strength, 
is expected to favor PCF this time. 
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be forced to form alliances' with 
Communist's, to avoid their own elimi- 
nation by center-right affiliated . 

lists. 

B . Affiliations between center and nbii 
Communist left expected to be too 
weak to sweep in many departments, s 
with result that proportional rep- 
resentation-favoring communists- 

will apply* • "V 






• •' *’ :}%y 




Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000600070014-9 



